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from the editor’s desk 


Wanted: 
good summer samaritans 


You don’t have to go to the ball game in warm weather to find a hot dog. 
They’re at beaches, campgrounds, supermarkets, shopping malls - just about 
every place that has a parking lot where thoughtless owners leave their pets 
locked up in what can, in a surprisingly short time, become a death trap for 
the animal. 


Even with windows slightly open, the temperature inside a parked car on an 
85-degree day, for example, will reach 102 degrees in ten minutes. In thirty 
minutes it will go up to 120 degrees. A dog, or a cat for that matter, can stand 
such temperatures for only a very short time before suffering heatstroke. 
Heatstroke can lead to permanent brain damage or death; at the least, high 
Pal age in a parked car cause needless suffering and can lead to serious 
illness. 


Very few people subject their pets to this kind of misery intentionally. It’s 
usually lack of thought or awareness of the potential danger that prompts 
them to leave a dog or cat locked up while the ten minute errand stretches to 
an hour. We’ve all seen such instances - animals barking or whining for 
attention at a car window - but we either don’t want to get involved or else 
feel sympathetic, but helpless. ‘‘I’d like to help,’’ we think, ‘‘but what can | 
do about it2’’ 


In the center of this issue of Our Fourfooted Friends are ‘‘Hot Dog’’ 
reminder notices that the League has prepared for its agents and other law 
enforcement officials to use this summer to caution drivers who leave pets 
locked in their cars. If you’d like to help in our effort to enlighten people about 
the dangers of this situation, just remove the ‘’Hot Dog’’ notice from the 
magazine and put it in your glove compartment where it will be handy the 
next time you see an animal in a hot car. Extra copies of the reminder can be 
obtained by writing to the League’s education department. 


If the ‘‘Hot Dog’’ tag saves the life of just one animal, it’s more than done 
its job. It’s also a simple way for anyone who loves animals to go that one 
extra step to help alleviate animal suffering. 


SNE 


Arthur G. Slade 


Annual Meeting ’78 


Detective and dog win heroism awards 


Whoever said might isn’t measured by size 
must have known Rocky, a pocket-sized pooch who 
stole the show at the League’s annual meeting, 
April 26, when he trotted up the aisle to receive 
The American Humane Association’s coveted 
William O. Stillman Award. 

Established to honor animal heroism, the 
Stillman Award was presented by League pres- 
ident Arthur G. Slade to Rocky’s owners, Elissa 
and Joe Perry, who is the lead guitarist in the rock 
music group Aerosmith. Rocky - whose full name 
is Rocky Aerosmith - had saved the lives of Mrs. 
Perry and some friends in a house fire in Newton 
last winter. 

The story didn’t end there, though, Mr. Slade 
pointed out. After Rocky’s barking woke the 
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sleeping household and the people managed to 
escape, the dog, confused by the flames, became 
trapped in the burning house. That’s when human 
heroism entered the picture. Detective Daniel M. 
Donovan of the Newton Police Department, who 
with his partner was the first to arrive on the 
scene, entered the burning building and climbed 
the stairs to the second floor through intense 
smoke to rescue the trapped animal. In recognition 
of his humane and courageous act, John C. Hatch, 
chairman of the board of the Animal Rescue 
League, presented Detective Donovan with the 
League’s Humane Heroism Award. 

Those attending the meeting were also given a 
colorful introduction to the ‘‘Wonderful World of 
Water’’ by guest speaker Dr. Warren M. Little, 


Arthur G. Slade [right], League president, greets award winners [I to r] Detective Daniel M. Donovan, Joe and 


Elissa Perry, and Rocky. 
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Aquarium education director Dr. Warren M. Little 
describes the world of water creatures. 


director of education for the New England 
Aquarium since 1972. Dr. Little, who helped 
establish the Massachusetts Marine Educators 
group and is currently president of the National 
Marine Education Association, described the 
Aquarium’s programs for acquainting over 150,000 
school-age youngsters each year with the 
mysteries of marine life. 

Speaking, incidentally, on the same day that 
Andre the seal departed from the Aquarium on his 
annual swim to Rockport (see page 14), Dr. Little 
stressed the shared interest of the League and the 
Aquarium in ‘‘preparing current and_ future 
citizens to understand the needs of all animals.’’ 
While many tend to think of the Aquarium as 
concerned only with the creatures of the ocean, its 
programs are equally directed toward water 
pollution, coastal conditions and other environ- 
mental and _ social concerns affecting New 
England, he pointed out. Dr. Little illustrated his 
talk with a color slide presentation of Aquarium 
exhibits and inhabitants. 

In reviewing highlights of the past year, Arthur 
G. Slade in his president’s message described the 
League’s 78th year of service as ‘‘one which the 
League is proud to say brought humane care and 
assistance in one form or another to nearly 96,000 
animals.’” He also reported that during 1977 
nearly 1800 new members ‘‘joined the League to 
share our commitment to animal protection.’’ 

Describing education directed at responsible pet 
ownership as one of the League’s major goals for 
the future, he said: ‘’Pet ownership is not a 
God-given right - it is a responsibility; and we 
must all do our utmost to spread this message. 
This means total responsibility - to protect our pets 
from roaming at large, to insure that they are 
spayed and neutered, to see that they have 
adequate care, housing and veterinary treatment, 
and to be sure that they have the love and 
attention they all deserve. Anyone unwilling to 


make this ‘total commitment’ is unprepared to 
own any pet,’’ he emphasized. 

Other highlights of the meeting included the 
election of six directors, and presentation of 
service awards to two employees of long standing: 
Noreen Bates of the League’s Sheldon Branch in 
Salem, who received a 30-year service pin; and 
Gloria Holbrook, membership clerk, who was 
awarded a 25-year pin. 

Newly-elected to the board of directors was 
Gage Bailey, and re-elected for three-year terms 
were: Arthur F. Cook, Jr., David Emerson, Dr. H. 
Dunster Howe, Hewitt Morgan and Mrs. Henri 
Prunaret. 


John C. Hatch [top photo, right], chairman of the board, 
welcomes newly-elected director Gage Bailey; and Arthur 
Slade presents service pins to Noreen Bates [above] and 
Gloria Holbrook [below]. 
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ARL/’s clinic for small animals 


Keeping pets healthy 


A small puppy there for shots inspects with 
great interest the large but strangely meek big 
dogs on either side, a Shepherd and a Siamese eye 
each other with resigned indifference - all in all 
the animals are much calmer than their anxious 
owners. They seem to sense that what’s ahead 
may not be fun, but it will make them feel better. 

The scene is the crowded waiting room in the 
League’s outpatient clinic where almost 14,000 
animals receive health care each year. Open from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, the 
clinic provides reasonably priced medical treat- 
ment on an outpatient basis. 

When their turn comes, the animals in the 
waiting room will be led into one of the clinic’s two 
modern examining rooms where they will be seen 
by one of the League’s four full-time veterinarians: 
Drs. James Cavanaugh, James O’Brien, Samuel 
Rice or Natalie Knowles. Dr. Knowles, who is 
director of veterinary medicine for the League, is 
also primarily responsible for the health care of 
the thousands of stray and homeless animals 
temporarily sheltered at League headquarters each 
year. 

‘‘Every animal that is given up by its owner for 
adoption, as well as all unclaimed strays, is 
examined to see if it is suitable for adoption,’’ she 
explains. Animals of good health, temperament 
and other suitable qualities are given protective 
inoculations, and spayed or neutered if they are 
the right age, before being offered for adoption. 
‘‘For the past year and a half, we have been 
neutering all male dogs over the age of six 
months,’’ Dr. Knowles explains. This operation, 
though relatively simple, requires overnight care 
so it is not available at the clinic for owned 
animals, only for those staying there awaiting 
adoption. 

A strong emphasis is placed on _ preventive 
medicine. All dogs sheltered at League head- 
quarters are immunized against leptospirosis, 
hepatitis and distemper. Cats offered for adoption 
are given shots for feline distemper, plus an 
intranasal vaccine for calici virus and rhinotra- 
cheitis, virus infections common in cats. ‘‘This 
vaccine can cause a side-effect of sneezing for a 
week or so,’’ Dr. Knowles explains. Everyone who 
adopts a cat or kitten at the League is given a 
notice explaining the vaccine and assuring them 
not to be concerned about a_non-productive 
sneezing. 

Between the two examining rooms is a phar- 
macy and laboratory unit containing an area for 
preparing medications, and a centrifuge and a 
microscope used for diagnostic studies. 
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Dr. Natalie Knowles finds patient in purr-fect shape. 


Spay and neuter operations and minor surgery 
procedures are performed in an outpatient surgery 
unit, which is equipped with an electric cautery 
instrument, a heart and respiratory monitor, and 
an autoclave unit for sterilizing instruments. Just 
across the hall is a post-operative facility where 
recuperating animals can be carefully observed. 
Veterinarians are assisted in surgery by James 
Bryant, surgical assistant, and in the examination 
room by Tina Wood, clinic assistant. 

What are some of the most common health 
problems seen in the clinic? In addition to 
lacerations, fractures, abscesses and_ other 
common emergency situations, Dr. Knowles cites 
distemper, bronchitis, bite wounds, and feline 
urethral obstruction as common problems. ‘‘Many 
of these, especially distemper and bite wounds, 
are preventable,’’ she points out, ‘‘by having your 
pet immunized, and keeping it under control, on a 
leash, at all times.’’ 


HOT DOG! 


Your prize pooch can easily become a victim 
of HEAT STROKE if left unattended in cars, 
vans and trucks, since these metal vehicles 
act like ovens, quickly raising temperatures 
inside to fatal levels! 


TAKE ACTION! 


If your dog is suffering from heat discomfort 
such as excessive panting, glassy staring, 
hot skin, vomiting, collapsed physical condi- 
tion or an inability to respond to commands, 
prompt action must be taken to prevent brain 
damage and death. Immerse the pet in cold 
water and apply ice packs to his head and 
neck areas. Spraying the dog with cold water 
from a garden hose may also help reduce his 
high temperature. 


TAKE YOUR DOG 
TO A VETERINARIAN 
AT ONCE! 


Placed here by a concerned Animal Friend. 
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The animals treated in the clinic are usually 
dogs, cats, rabbits, hamsters, gerbils or other 
small animals, but on more than one occasion the 
veterinarians have been called upon to give 
curbside emergency first aid to police horses, treat 
a snake with a digestive problem, and once Dr. 
Knowles recalls being consulted by a wrestling 
bear. ‘‘It was quite a while ago,’’ she says, ‘‘but | 
remember that the bear was performing in a show 
at Revere Beach and had a foot problem - | think it 
was something imbedded in its paw.’’ 

Most pet owners have questions about their 
pets’ health and the League’s veterinary staff are 
often consulted for advice, rather than treatment. 
Here are just a few of the more frequently asked 
questions: 

Q. What should | feed my dog to be sure it’s 
getting a well-balanced diet? 

A. Most reputable commercial dog foods are 
comparable in nutritional value, but we do 
recommend using a special puppy formula for 
young animals because it provides the higher 
protein level that growing dogs need. Also, be 
sure you feed your dog enough. One meal a day is 
enough for an adult dog, but one can of dog food 
may not be sufficient for a large, active animal. A 
good guideline to remember is that an averagely 
active adult dog needs about 40 calories per pound 
of body weight - less for an older, inactive animal, 
and more for a puppy. 

Q. My cat seems to have difficulty urinating? Is 
this serious? 

A. What’s known as the ‘‘feline urologic 
syndrome’’ is acommon problem in male cats, and 
it can be very serious if not treated. The urinary 
passage is usually obstructed by calculi deposits, 
causing the body to reabsorb the toxic products 
normally dispelled in the urine. A cat with this 
condition needs immediate medical attention. 

Q. Is diarrhea in an animal a cause for alarm? 

A. Diarrhea is a symptom. You can treat the 
symptom with Kaopectate, or with a binding and 
bland diet of foods like cottage cheese, soft boiled 
eggs, evaporated milk, boiled hamburger and rice, 
yogurt, etc. Feed small amounts but fairly 
frequently. If it persists, the animal should be 
examined to see if it is a medical problem, like 
parasites, causing the diarrhea. 

Q. What can | do to keep my pet healthy? 

A. One of the most effective preventive health 
measures that a pet owner can take is to be sure 
an animal has the necessary inoculations against 
diseases, especially distemper  and_ rabies. 
Massachusetts law requires that all dogs over the 


Cassie, an ARL alumnus, waits her turn [above] with 
owner Cindy Goodrow of Sharon, and [right] says ‘‘ah’’ for 
Dr. James O’Brien. 


Cheryle O’Blines of Roxbury with son Marcell [3] an 
their dog Jason, waiting to see the doctor. 


age of six months must be vaccinated against 
rabies every two years. How many shots your pet 
should receive, and at exactly what age, will vary 
according to the type vaccine used, so consult your 
veterinarian and follow his or her advice. An 
annual check-up is strongly recommended to 
ensure the animal’s continued good health and 
proper level of immunization against disease. - 

Q. Should | give my dog worm medication once 
a year? 

A. If you suspect your animal is infested by 
parasitic worms, it is best to have a stool sample 
examined by a veterinarian to determine whether 
worms are present; if so, what kind; and which 
particular medication will be most effective against 
the specific type of parasite. 


Dogs, cats and wildlife of 
greatest interest to our readers 


Over 250 members responded to the ‘‘/Member- 
Reader Questionnaire’ which appeared in the 
March issue of Our Fourfooted Friends. 

The results of the questionnaire will help us 
produce a member oriented magazine which will 
appeal to as many as possible. We thank everyone 
who responded to our request for more infor- 
mation on who you are, what you like to read, and 
how you feel about various issues. 

WHAT TYPES OF ARTICLES DO YOU LIKE TO 
READ? 

We secured some valuable information from 
these answers which we have translated into 
action in this issue. Members indicated partic- 
ularly high interest in reading about these areas: 

¢ Problems affecting pets and possible solutions. 

¢ Animal health questions with answers from 

veterinary staff. 

¢ Information on the training and care of pets. 

© Legislative action for animals. 

¢ How animals aid people. 

¢ Stories involving people and animals. 

¢ Research work for animal health. 

¢ Environmental problems that affect the animal 

kingdom. 

¢ Current controversial issues such as hunting 

and trapping. 

© Cases of animal abuse. 

The replies also indicated that there is low 
interest in articles about: 

® animal fiction 

® poetry 

¢ children’s stories 

® livestock in New England 
TOPICS OF GREATEST INTEREST 

Dogs, cats and wildlife drew the most interest 
from our readers. We asked them to rate their 
preference for infomation related to certain kinds 
of animals. 


a 


This graph indicates the percentage of readers 
who placed each animal as their top priority. For 
example, only 3% of our readers indicated that 
information on livestock is of greatest interest to 
them compared to 37% who prefer articles about 
dogs. 


WE ALSO ASKED... 

Three important questions were asked of our 
members and readers. 

Since Our Fourfooted Friends is the principle 
method for regularly communicating with our 
members, we were interested in knowing what 


A. 37% Dogs 

B. 26% Cats 

C. 10% Wildlife 

D. 7% Birds 

E. 7% Horses 

F. 4% Marine Life 

G. 3% Unusual Pets 

H. 3% Small Cage Type Pets 
1. 3% Livestock 
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they thought of our new style and_ format. & 


Primarily we changed to a high gloss paper for 
better reproduction, larger typeface for easier 
reading and are using a second color throughout to 
make the publication more appealing. A whopping 
98% of the respondents gave us their seal of 
approval. 

89% of our readers said they would be willing to 
write to their legislators on behalf of animals. 
Since we are actively involved in legislative 
matters concerning animal welfare, we welcome 
help from our membership. We hope to establish a 
hot-line of members who can be counted on to 
contact their legislators on crucial issues which 
may be on a local, national or international level. 


‘‘Are you interested in assisting the League in a 
special fundraising activity in your community2’’ 
This question may have been confusing to some of 
our members, since many thought we meant 
ringing doorbells with a tin can in one hand and a 
pet in the other - not true. Even so, 45% of the 
replies indicated a willingness to help. One way in 
which you can help is by enlisting more reliable 
supporters for League programs. Your friends and 
acquaintances are our best potential supporters. 


COMMENTS PLEASE... 


We were delighted with the constructive 
comments we received. Many people indicated 
areas of service to improve, activities to pursue, 
types of information to include or delete from the 
magazine and tips on fund raising. Here are some 
of the more common suggestions: 


‘‘Although we know animal abuse occurs quite 
often, please do not print articles every time about 
it. | find it emotionally draining.’’ 

‘‘Provide us with more information on solutions 
to common pet problems, and frequently asked 
questions.’’ 

‘‘A section with more pictures should be 
added.’’ 

‘‘More current information and news events 
relating to legislation. ’’ 

‘More emphasis on leash control, abandoned 
pets, and spaying and neutering.’’ 

“Include regular columns on materials needed 
by the League such as food, newspapers, etc., or 
on products for animals recommended by us, 
branch shelter activities and a calendar of animal 
related events.’’ 

Again we thank all of you who responded to this 
survey and hope we will be able to improve the 
content of each new issue. 

You'll be hearing from us again soon with ways 
you can help; such as joining our hot line to 
legislators, introducing us to your friends, and 
participating in League-sponsored events, or 
contributing tips on possible articles to include in 
future issues. 


® 
Rabies 
° € 
clinic 
During the month of 
April 757 dogs were immu- 


nized against rabies at the 
League’s annual clinics. 
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do they feel pain? 


Now that lobsters and crabs are in season, 
people frequently wonder if there is a humane way 
to kill crustaceans. 

Do lobsters and crabs feel pain? Most marine 
biologists believe they do not, but there’s much 
disagreement on the subject. When the animals 
are dropped into boiling water, the noise and 
thrashing around of the clawed appendages lead 
many people to feel that crustaceans do indeed 
suffer in the cooking process. 


Cooking lobsters and crabs - 
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To ensure against food poisoning, crustaceans 
must be bought and cooked live, but there are 
some things you can do to minimize the apparent 
distress of the creatures. First of all, it is not 
necessary to scald them to death to get tender 
meat. Crustaceans cannot stand even slight rises 
in temperature. If you drop them into cool water 
and gradually raise the temperature, using low 
heat, they will succumb easily. Even while the 
water is relatively lukewarm, at about 100 
degrees, the animals will turn limp and die 
without any signs of distress. 

After that you can turn the water temperature 
up and quickly bring it to a boil. Always use a wire 
basket in the bottom of the pot to keep the animals 
just off the bottom during cooking. 

Whenever a question arises as to whether or not 
an animal of a lower species is sensitive to pain, 
most of us, we like to think, will take precautions 
not to inflict any unnecessary suffering. 


lie 


June is observed nationally as Adopt-a-Cat 
month. What better way to call attention to the 
joys of cat ownership than sharing the following 
letters? All of the writers were recently adopted by 
a cat themselves. 


‘‘Our new kitten is very well adjusted. Her 
name is Tabitha and she has been accepted by 
both our 10-month old puppy and 10-year old cat. 
Here is a picture of her this Christmas. We thank 
you very much.’’ 


Ed and Jody Hyman 
Lynnfield, Mass. 


‘‘Even though my two Sealpoint Siamese cats 
are not related, they have become close compan- 
ions ever since they met. Often they show their 
affection for one another with a kiss, and | was 
lucky to catch Mr. McDewey (left) and Benjamin 
(right) expressing this affection. ’’ 


Mary Lu Burke 
Cambridge, Mass. 


‘‘Enrico Caruso (I call him ‘Rico’ for short) is a 
very well adjusted cat. He sings all day long and is 
promising to be a remarkable tenor when he gets 
older. | really love him and hope to spend many 
happy years with him. 

| plan on bringing Rico in to be fixed in about 4 
or 5 months. Thanks again for the opportunity to 
give a good home to a homeless animal.’ 


Theresa Nardo 
Allston, Mass. 
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adopt-a-cat month 


‘‘l certainly wanted to let you all know how 
beautifully both cats (Samantha and Max) are 
working out. They are very much a part of the 
family - full of pep, loving, gentle and generally 
full of the dickens. My two daughters had longed 
for kittens for many years, but we didn’t feel ready 
until the girls reached ages 6 and 7. The timing 
has been perfect - there is lots of care given, 
absolutely no ‘rough stuff’ with the pets. When- 
ever | feel that | have HAD ENOUGH of spilled 
water bowls, kitty litter and fur in my breakfast 
cereal, | come upon one of the children having a 
loving cuddle with her own kitten. The girls have 
expressed such happiness in having the two 
animals...‘the best present ever.’ 

As you Can guess, we are ‘cat people’ at heart. 
These two were just what the kids wanted - even 
down to color and sex. And they have a happy and 
permanent home with us. 

We are really grateful for the good healthy 
condition of the two cats. They are sturdy eaters of 
every possible brand of cat food (for which we are 
also grateful since it makes life so much easier.) 
And we will be bringing both in soon for 
neutering. | guess we feel as strongly about this 
necessity as you all do. 

| can’t close without saying a big thank you to 
each and everyone in your organization who take 
such loving care in your work. It makes the world 
that much nicer knowing that many animals are 
being helped.’’ 


Peggy B. Coughlin 
Holliston, Mass. 


‘‘This is Watson Romeo Creamer, property of 
Mrs. Sheila Creamer of Hyannis. He is trying very 
hard to adjust to a strictly indoor life after a youth 
spent in roaming fields and woods. He is a friendly 
and affectionate half Siamese, half Persian, with a 
coat that looks like old pewter. ‘Let me out’, he 
says, ‘| won’t stay long,’ but that is highly 
questionable in a neighborhood close to the main 
street, where traffic never stops. ’’ 


Sheila M. Creamer 
Hyannis, Mass. 
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LEAGUE PROTESTS 
DOLPHIN SLAUGHTER 


In a letter to Japanese Ambassador Fumihiko 
Togo, League president Arthur G. Slade expressed 
strong condemnation of the recent slaughter of 
dolphins on Iki Island by savage and inhumane 
means: 

‘“’..1 can not help but question the necessity of 
killing these peaceful animals in the first place, 
but for it to be done in such a barbaric manner is 
beyond the understanding of civilized people 
throughout the world.’’ 

‘“‘Obviously nothing can be done to change the 
events that have happened in the past, but | 
believe reasonable people everywhere would be 
reassured if your government, through its Prime 
Minister, would take direct and positive action to 
insure that such a wanton disregard for the 
suffering of animals will never again take place in 
Japan. | say this with a very deep conviction, 
because | know of no other event in recent history 
that has provoked such widespread indignation. ’’ 


THE CUPBOARD IS ‘‘BEAR”’ 
AT YOSEMITE 


A three-year, $176,000 re-education program for 
greedy bears at Yosemite National Park in 
California is beginning to pay off in terms of 
reduced camp raidings, car attacks and damage 
costs from such incidents. 

The population of black bears in the park, 
normally not aggressive unless provoked, had 
more than tripled during decades of free food 
handouts from the 2-3 million people who visit the 
park annually. Accustomed to a rich diet of people 
food, as opposed to the wild berries and acorns 
that make up their natural diet, the bears became 
highly aggressive in the early 70’s when park 
officials launched an extensive campaign urging 
visitors not to feed them. They took to raiding 
Campgrounds, and clouting cars which, park 
officials say, they had come to associate with 
people and thus with food. But since the 
re-education program began, camp raidings and 
car attacks dropped from 975 to 688 in two years, 
and the damage bill went from $113,000 down to 
$55,290 last year. 
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The 1978 Be Kind to Animals Week Chairman, 
Dan Haggerty, shows the close rapport he has 
with Ben, the bear, with whom he stars in the 
NBC-TV series, ‘‘The Life and Times of Grizzly 
Adams.’’ Be Kind to Animals Week, May 7 - 13, is 
sponsored by The American Humane Association, 
Denver, Colorado, and more than 1500 local 
humane societies. 

Born and reared in Hollywood, California, 
Haggerty attributes whatever success he _ has 
known as an entertainer to his love of animals. 

‘I love’em all’’ says Haggerty with a wide grin. 
‘‘Because of them, I’ve traveled the world, made 
some money, raised a family and have known the 
kind of fulfillment that can only come to a man 
doing what he wants and likes to do.”’ 

Soon after his marriage to the former Diane 
Rooker, Dan pawned their furniture to buy his first 
lion cub and taught himself to be an animal 
trainer. 

‘I’ve trained more than 30 African lions,’’ he 
says. ‘‘At one time we had five lion cubs in the 
house. ’’ 

Among the animals Dan has trained are 
wolverines, eagles, elephants, chimpanzees, 
hawks, bears, wild boar and Siberian tigers. His 
knowledge and handling of bears makes him 
uniquely qualified for the role he plays in this 
series. Adams’ constant companion, Ben, is a 550 
pound bear. Haggerty’s expertise permits him to 
do scenes that most actors would find impossible. 
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HOMEWARD-BOUND ANDRE 
GETS ‘‘SEAL’’ OF APPROVAL 


ale 


Andre, the New England Aquarium’s scene- 
stealing seal, clowns for the camera and a 
delighted audience who came to see him off on his 
annual 160-mile swim to Rockport, Maine, where 
he spends his summers. Released for his swim 
north at Marblehead on April 26, Andre made the 
journey this year in record time, arriving at his 
pen in Rockport harbor on April 30th. He has been 
known to take as long as two weeks to get there, 
but this year ‘’he didn’t mess around,’’ said Harry 
Goodridge, Andre’s owner, trainer and friend. 


DOBERMAN PINSCHER NOW 
NUMBER TWO BREED 


Having moved into the top ten breed list only 
five years ago, the Doberman Pinscher has 
replaced the German Shepherd as the second most 
popular purebred dog in the United States, 
according to American Kennel Club 1977 regi- 
stration statistics. The Poodle continued in first 
place for the 18th year, despite a big drop in 
popularity, and an overall drop in total purebred 
registrations. 

Third place was held by the German Shepherd, 
followed in order of popularity by: Cocker 
Spaniels, Irish Setters, Labrador Retrievers, 
Beagles, Dachshunds, Miniature Schnauzers and 
Golden Retrievers. 
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A FAT CAT IN THE BIG CITY 


A Brooklyn, N.Y. cat may have taken over the 
world’s record for fat cats, according to a recent 
Associated Press report. Owned by Mrs. Consuelo 
Cabaron, the paunchy pet weighs in at 46 pounds. 
Guinness lists the heaviest cat on record as the 
late ‘‘Spice’’, a Connecticut cat that weighed 43 
pounds. 


FORMER LEAGUE 
VETERINARIAN RETIRES 


Dr. Herbert M. Tabbut of Wellesley Hills, a 
former member of the Animal Rescue League 
veterinary staff and founder of the Wayland 
Animal Clinic, retired recently after 45 years in 
animai health care. 

After graduating from the lowa State University, 
Dr. Tabbut served on the League staff from 1933 
to 1946, when he established a_ practice in 
Wellesley which he conducted for the next 28 
years until he founded the clinic in Wayland in 
1973. He is also a past president of the 
Massachusetts Veterinary Medical Association. 


DOGS AID SLEEPING SICKNESS STUDY 


Two Doberman Pinschers with narcolepsy, or 
sleeping sickness, may help scientists at the 
Stanford Sleep Research Center in California 
discover the underlying causes of narcolepsy in 
both dogs and humans. 

The cause of the disease is still unknown but 
recent evidence suggests that it may be hereditary 
and that’s where man’s best friend comes in. The 
two dogs have mated and produced a litter of 
puppies, each of which exhibit signs of the 
sickness, the first solid evidence of the genetic 
origins of the disease. 

Canine narcolepsy was first observed in 1972 
and the disease is similar to that in humans. The 
development of a genetically pure colony of 
narcoleptic canines gives researchers the oppor- 
tunity to study the disease in a _ controlled 
population and hopefully come up with a cure. 


CANINES SNIFF OUT 


When a New York City party host wanted to 
make sure uninvited guests would not attend his 
exclusive gathering, he sought help from animal 
trainer Captain Arthur Haggerty. Invitations were 
scented with a special chemical spray and, on the 
day of the party, Captain Haggerty stationed at 
the entrance two of his trained dogs who had been 
sensitized to the chemical’s aroma. People were 
allowed to enter only after the dogs carefully 
sniffed their invitations. They reportedly turned up 
their noses at only one would-be crasher, who left 
meekly when the dogs decided he was not up to 
snuff...er, sniff. 


Join and help us 


Please enroll me as a member (or donor) of 
the Animal Rescue League of Boston. | 
enclose payment of dues for the class of 
membership checked below: 


Patron, $500.00 


L} Life, $100.00 

Supporting, $35.00 annually 
Active, $10.00 annually 

(J) Associate, $5.00 annually 
Donor, Any amount 


Name 

Address 

ity een. ore ve) State ven! i Zip 1. 
Date 

Please mail your magazine, Our Fourfooted 


Friends, to the address given above. 
($1 of membership fee covers subscription) 


Animal Rescue League of Boston 
P.O. Box 265, Boston, Massachusetts 02117 


Need for bequests 


The League continues to rely on the generosity 
of its friends to meet the ever-expanding needs of 
our animal population. The cruel realism of 
inflation makes the League’s task in providing 
needed services more difficult than ever, but with 
continued support, the challenge can and will be 
met. 

In making a bequest to the League in your Will, 
please remember that the corporate title of our 
society is ‘‘Animal Rescue League of Boston’’, 
that it was incorporated in 1899, and has no 
connection with any other similar society. 


Form of bequest: 


| give to the Animal Rescue League of Boston, 
therSUt Olga ee iollars (Orin 
property, describe the property). The League’s 
address is: 10 Chandler Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02116. 


Animal Rescue League of Boston 
P.O. Box 265, Boston, Massachusetts 02117 


T-SHIRTS AND SWEATSHIRTS_ & 
THAT SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 
TO HELP ANIMALS WHO CAN'T 


T-Shirts - 50% cotton and 50% polyester, tan 
with red lettering $4.00 

Sweatshirts - 50% cotton and 50% creslan, blue 
with white lettering $5.50 


Childrens sizes: Med. (10-12) and Large (14-16) 


Adult sizes: Small (36-38) Medium (40) and 
Large (42) 


PLEASE SEND: 


T-Shirts 


Childrens Adult 
size size 


a = Sweatshirts 


Childrens Adult 
size size 


Plus 5% Mass. Sales Tax 
Plus postage: .50 each garment 


Please make check payable to and send to: 
Animal Rescue League of Boston 
P.O. Box 265 
Boston, Massachusetts 02117 
NAME 


STREET 


CELTY 


